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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Item No. _1.C __ __ 
Mtg. Date _August 1, 2017__  
Dept. _City Attorney __ 

Item Title: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, California Adjusting 
the Campaign Contribution Limits for City Council Candidates Pursuant to 
Lemon Grove Municipal Code Section 9.08.030(E) From $1050 to $1090  

Staff Contact: James P. Lough, City Attorney 
 
Recommendation: 

Adopt the attached Resolution making the required bi-annual adjustment to the campaign 
contribution limit, thereby adjusting the limit from $1,050 to $1,090. 

Item Summary: 

The attached resolution (Attachment B) approves the adjustment of maximum campaign 
contributions to Lemon Grove City Council Candidates that must occur every two years pursuant 
to Lemon Grove Municipal Code Section 9.08.030(E).  The Consumer Price Index for the San 
Diego Region gained approximately 3.6 percent in 2015-2016.  

Fiscal Impact: 

None. 

 
Environmental Review: 

 Not subject to review 

 Categorically Exempt 

  Negative Declaration 

  Mitigated Negative Declaration 

Public Information: 

 None                          Newsletter article 

 Notice published in local newspaper 

 Tribal Government Consultation Request 

 Notice to property owners within 500 ft. 

 

Attachments: 

A. Staff Report      

B. Resolution 
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LEMON GROVE CITY COUNCIL 
STAFF REPORT 

Item No.       1.C  
Mtg. Date    August 1, 2017 

Item Title: Resolution of the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, California Adjusting 
the Campaign Contribution Limits for City Council Candidates Pursuant to 
Lemon Grove Municipal Code Section 9.08.030(E) From $1050 to $1090 

Staff Contact: James P. Lough, City Attorney 

Background: 

In 2011, the City Council reviewed the City’s Campaign contribution limits and related regulations.  
Based on that review, the Council adopted an ordinance which incorporated a cost of living factor 
into the maximum campaign contribution limits.  In 2015, using the 2013-2014 CPI factor, the 
contribution limit was adjusted to $1,050.  Using 2015-2016 CPI factor, it will be adjusted to 
$1,090.  These actions are based on court decisions which require periodic adjustments to 
contribution limits.  The Council agreed to use the Federal Urban Cost of Living Index for the San 
Diego Region as its benchmark.   

Discussion: 

The attached resolution (Attachment B) raises the campaign contribution limit for the 2017-2018 
cycle from $1,050 to $1,090.  This is based on the cost of living index for the years 2015-2016 of 
3.6 percent (Attachment B - Exhibit 1).  The ordinance requires the amount to be rounded off to 
the nearest five dollar increment.  The Municipal Code Section states as follows: 

9.08.030 Campaign contributions. 

     A.    No person other than a candidate shall make, and no campaign treasurer shall solicit or 
accept, any contribution which will cause the total amount contributed by such person annually 
(calendar year) in support of or opposite to such candidate, to exceed one thousand dollars. 

     B.     Extensions of credit for a period of more than thirty days are prohibited. Extensions of 
credit of more than one thousand dollars annually are prohibited. Provided, however, a candidate 
may personally borrow an unlimited amount and such funds shall be considered a contribution by 
the candidate him or herself; provided, further, that such transaction is fully disclosed and 
documented in accordance with applicable law. 

     C.     The terms of this section are applicable to any contributions made to a candidate or 
committee hereunder, whether used by such candidate or committee to finance a current 
campaign, to pay deficits incurred in prior campaigns or otherwise. 

     D.    If any person is found guilty of violating the terms of this section, the amount of funds 
received constituting such violation shall be paid by the candidate or committee treasurer who 
received such funds to the city treasurer for deposit in the general fund of the city. 

     E.     The one-thousand-dollar limit specified in subsection A, shall be adjusted in February of 
each odd numbered year commencing in 2013 for changes in the consumer price index for 
the San Diego Metropolitan Area, CPI-U rounded to the nearest five dollars or other comparable 
cost of living index chosen by the City Council. (Ord. 406 § 3, 2011). 

Conclusion:  

Staff recommends that the City Council adopts the resolution (Attachment B) approving the 
adjustment to the campaign contribution limit.     
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RESOLUTION NO. 2017 -  

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LEMON GROVE, CALIFORNIA 
ADJUSTING THE CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMIT FOR CITY COUNCIL CANDIDATES 
BASED ON THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX (2015-2016) 

 

 
 WHEREAS, in 2011, the City Council established campaign contribution limits for City 

Council campaigns at one-thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per person; and   

WHEREAS, Lemon Grove Municipal Code Section 9.08.030(E) establishes a bi-annual 
cost of living adjustment to be approved every odd-numbered year beginning in 2017; and 

WHEREAS, bi-annual adjustments have been made, with the last adjustment in 2015, 
setting the amount at $1050; and   

WHEREAS, the cost of living, according to the Federal Consumer Price Index-Urban 
(Exhibit 1) established a 3.6% increase in the cost of living for 2015-2016 to $1,090.00 per 
contribution; and  

WHEREAS, rounding off the increase to the nearest five-dollar increment, the City Council 
hereby finds that the increase shall be forty dollars for the calendar years 2017-2018, or until 
further adjusted. 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Lemon Grove, California hereby 
resolves that: 

1.   That the foregoing recitals are true and correct; and  

2.   That the City Council hereby establishes the City Council Campaign Contribution 
limitation for 2017-2018 at one thousand, ninety dollars ($1,090.00); and  

3. All previous resolutions adjusting the contribution limits are hereby repealed.  

/ / / / / 
/ / / / / 
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